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Article I:  Name and Mission

The name of this organization is the Kentucky Philological Association (KPA), an organization of teachers, scholars and others who study language, literature, and culture in order to promote the collegial exchange of information and ideas.  KPA holds an annual conference in the Commonwealth for the presentation of scholarship, creative literature, and cultural studies by its members.  The organization also publishes an annual journal, the Kentucky Philological Review.

KPA recognizes the following goals as central to its mission:

     To promote scholarly inquiry in language, literature, and culture.
     To contribute to the pedagogy and teaching of language arts.
     To publish a peer reviewed journal of scholarly work, the Kentucky Philological Review.
     To foster and acknowledge the creation of new literary works.
     To encourage the exchange of literary and philosophical ideas in a variety of academic disciplines and in society at large.
     To foster appreciation of language, literature, and culture in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Article II:  Membership

Active and retired college and university faculty and administrators, independent scholars, and graduate and sponsored undergraduate students are eligible for membership in the Kentucky Philological Association. 

Article III:  Dues and Fees

Dues and fees shall be determined by resolution of the membership upon the recommendation of the Executive Committee.  Dues and fees shall be collected for the purposes of defraying the expenses of the annual conference, maintaining the organization, and publishing the Kentucky Philological Review.

The KPA is a non-profit organization in accordance with the guidelines established by the Federal Government.

Article IV:  Officers

Officers other than Program Chair shall be elected to the following posts by the membership of the KPA:

1. President:  the President shall deliver the annual presidential address, generally at the KPA banquet during the annual KPA conference; this address is duly published in the Kentucky Philological Review each year.  The President serves for one year and is a member of the Executive Committee, being installed at the annual business meeting at the conference.

2. Executive Director:  The Executive Director posts the Call for Papers for the KPA conference each year, receives and reviews proposals, designs the schedule for the conference, and assists the Host Committee in planning the conference.  The Executive Director presides at the annual business meeting during the conference and is responsible for arranging meetings of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Director serves a three year term, renewable at the discretion of the Executive Committee and approval by the membership.

3. Secretary/Treasurer:  The Secretary/Treasurer writes and archives the minutes of the annual business meeting and the meetings of the Executive Committee; maintains the accounts of the KPA, deposits dues and fees in those accounts, and writes checks to meet the expenditures of the organization; and must deliver a financial report to the membership annually at the business meeting.  The Secretary/Treasurer serves a three year term, renewable at the discretion of the Executive Committee and approval by the membership.

4. Editor of the Kentucky Philological Review:  The KPR Editor edits and organizes the KPR journal each year and oversees publication of the Review.  The KPR Editor also oversees the voting process by which papers are selected for the Review and presides at the annual meeting of the KPR Editorial Board.  The KPR Editor is authorized to select an Editor’s Choice paper and a Kentucky Award paper for inclusion in the Review, from among papers not voted into the journal by the Editorial Board.  The Editor serves for three years, renewable by election.

5. World Languages Representative:  This officer represents the interests of foreign language contributors to the annual program of the conference and serves as advisor and consultant for members specializing in a foreign language.

6. Creative Writing Representative:  This officer represents the interests of creative writers presenting at the annual conference and serves as advisor and consultant for members specializing in creative writing.  

10. KPA Webmaster:  The KPA Webmaster maintains the KPA website and posts notices and relevant information at the discretion of the Executive Director.

11. Program Chair: The Program Chair reads and determines suitability of proposed papers for the annual conference in consultation with the Executive Director, as appropriate, and organizes the annual conference schedule in consultation with the conference Host Committee. This position is appointed by the Executive Director.

Article V:  Meetings and Committees

The following committees are constituted and charged with meeting as follows:

1. Executive Committee:  consisting of the twelve officers of Article IV, the Executive Committee meets in September at the host institution for the next annual conference, to assist and advise the host committee.  It also meets prior to the business meeting at the annual conference to set the agenda for the meeting and determine nominations for KPA officers.  The Executive Committee may appoint interim officers to serve when vacancies occur until the next elections. Six members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quorum.

2. KPA Editorial Committee:  consisting of the KPR Editor, the KPA Executive Director ex officio, and the authors of papers in the previous KPR, the KPA Editorial Committee meets in September at the next host institution to determine by vote which of the Best of Section papers shall be published in the next Kentucky Philological Review.

3. Annual Business Meeting:  consisting of the membership as a whole, with a quorum of one half the number of registered members in attendance plus one, the Annual Business Meeting shall be held during the conference with the Executive Director presiding.  The agenda for the meeting is prepared by the Executive Committee and includes the election of officers, the report from the Treasurer, the announcement of the next host institution, and any other business introduced by the Executive Committee or from the floor.  This meeting will be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

Article VI:  Bylaws
Amendments may be made to this constitution at the Annual Business Meeting by the vote of a two-thirds majority of members present at the meeting. The vote may be taken in person or by suitable web-based means, as appropriate.
